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Heritage High School 

English 11 Honors 

Summer Reading 2014

English 11 Honors is a course designed to prepare students for the college-level work assigned 
in AP English courses.  Many students find they benefit from analyzing readings and literary 
devices in order to deepen their understanding of the course.  The following assignment reflects 
one of the first units we will study, the Puritan era, as well as the pairing of a nonfiction text 
required for the End-of-Course SOL. 

Assignment: 

1. Read the transcript: “Obama's Remarks at Boston Marathon Memorial” and complete the
SOAPST chart (on the next page).

2. Read the short story, “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne and complete three
(3) dialectical journals. (See an example of a dialectical journal and background for this story
on page 3.)

3. After reading both, answer the question below in a multi-paragraph response using a
minimum of one quote from each piece (meaning at least two quotes in your response).
This should be typed in MLA format. Remember to use internal citations!

Question: Obama opens his speech saying, “run with endurance the race that is set before
us.” In these selections, how is endurance portrayed? (You may want to consider the
similarities and differences on this topic between the two pieces.)

4. Access turnitin.com to post your journals, chart, and response by September 16.

Turnitin.com 

Class ID: 7837956
Password: English (Capitalize the E)

See the document online on how to sign-up for an account if you have not 
already done so. 

Assignment for Late Enrollments, Transfer Students, and Procrastinators: 

The first two weeks of class will be spent reviewing the Native American unit before moving into 
the Puritan Era.  At the second week, you will be expected to have this assignment completed. 
Your Honors teachers recognize the added workload from this course and additional courses; 
hence, begin enjoying these readings at your earliest convenience. 

The transcipt and short story for this assignment are available on the HHS website by clicking 
“Academics,” “English,” and then “Summer Assignment.” Please print a copy and, as you read, 
annotate the texts by noting examples of any literary devices. 
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MLA HEADING *You may go online and download the Microsoft Word document and type your response.

Summer Reading SOAPST Activity 

Directions:  Complete the following chart with your observations surrounding the transcript, 

“Obama's Remarks at Boston Marathon Memorial”. Submit to www.turnitin.com by 

September 16, 2014.

Rhetorical Tools Use complete sentences to identify each of the following tools. 

Subject 

(What is the topic 
of the essay?) 

Occasion 

(What is going on 
historically at the 
time of this 
article? Hint: You 
may need to do a 
little background 
research.) 

Audience 

(For whom is this 
article intended?) 

Purpose 

(What is the 
intended 
purpose? Inform, 
persuade, 
entertain?) 

Speaker 

(Who is the 
speaker? Is he or 
she credible? 
How do you 
know?) 

Tone 

(What is the 
author’s tone? 
How do you 
know?) 

http://www.turnitin.com/
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Background Information: 

The action of “Young Goodman Brown” appears to come full circle.  At sunset, Goodman 
Brown leaves his wife and the Salem town, spends a haunting night in the forest, and returns 
home at dawn a changed man.  This plot, knit tightly by devices such as foreshadowing, 
reappearing characters, and recurring symbols, involves dramatic contrasts – day and night, 
town and forest, calm and chaos, and most significantly, appearance and reality.  The images, 
particularly those in the altar-rock scene of the forest, are vividly drawn, with the predominant 
colors red and black. 

Hawthorne is ambiguous in order to produce an atmosphere of doubt and uncertainty, 
suggesting that there is no simple or clear-cut line between good and evil.  Thus, the decisions 
of Goodman Brown, and the outcome of the story are rich in suggestion, open to a variety of 
interpretations. 

Dialectical Journals: 

Re-create the format used below on your own paper.  Using a two-column format like the one 
modeled below, copy a quoted line or passage in the left column. For the quoted line or 
passage, choose something that strikes you as interesting, important, memorable, or even 
questionable. For the personal response, you might think about the following: 

What is the main idea or underlying value (theme)? 

What is the author’s purpose/perspective?   

What is the importance of its structure? 

How does the author’s style help its meaning? 

Sample Journal for Night by Elie Wiesel (title, author’s name) 

Quoted line/passage (include internal 

citation) 

Your Response (your response should 

take-up the length of one page) 

Example: 

“The synagogue resembled a large railroad 

station:  baggage and tears.  The altar was 

shattered, the wall coverings shredded, the 

walls themselves bare.  There were so many 

of us, we could hardly breathe.  The twenty-

four hours we spent there were horrendous” 

(Wiesel 22). 

Example: 

Wiesel is about to be deported from his 

hometown.  The imagery he creates through 

the parallel structure of the second sentence 

not only describes the physical destruction but 

also how the people must feel.  This is the 

place that Wiesel spent so much time at the 

beginning of the book and now the time there 

is “horrendous.” 

Questions to Consider for the Dialectical Journals: 

A. As you read, track the images and what possible meanings they could add to the story. 
Which of the images are recurring?  Which might be symbols for a greater idea? 

B. Choose one of the contrasts.  Why would Hawthorne use that particular contrast? 




